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Invite another household group to join you or stick to the rule of 6.
Remember to keep to all COVID regulations so everyone is safe.
Allow different ages to take the lead at different times. 
There is no time scale so take as long as you like, you can ligure over
moments and questions or move on to other bits when people are
ready.
Enjoy being outside, in whatever weather, remember a snack for a
midway pause.
Make space for silence and chat.
Change how fast or slow you walk and what you notice when you do.
Notice what is happening around you, lift your eyes up.
Enjoy the space and time with others and God outside.
If you are driving to our parish, please be aware that parking is tricky
at weekends – please therefore park in either St Catherine’s Car Park
to access walks in Blackwell, The Vicarage Drive, 30 Lickey Square to
access the Lickeys via the Twatling Road entrance or The Trinity
Centre Car Park to access The Monument.

Exploring God and faith, outside.

We don’t know your group, but you do, so use any of the ideas and wonder
questions to start discussion and lead your group. 



Chat about how the buds and blossom come first, then the fruit. 
Chat about what the fruits of different trees will look like (eg. apples, pears) 
Now look for a plant or tree that has some dead branches or stalks on it. 
Gently bend the branch that is alive and then the one that is dead. The one
with signs of life should bend, but the one without should snap.
I wonder why this might be.
How does this help us think about the passage from the bible?

You could read the passage together while looking at the two branches. 

You could ponder these wonder questions:
I wonder which one of these branches I am most like and why? 
I wonder where I see yourself growing and blossoming? 
I wonder who I would give credit for this too?
I wonder what things I would like to be growing I, getting better at.
Chat with each other about these things.
Perhaps take a moment to think or talk to God about your conversations. 

Explore a green space near you together, run
round and find as many different trees or bushes
that have berries, blossoms, fruits or buds that
are about to open growing on them. 

Cut off a small branch with berries or blossom on
it or snip off the daffodil head. (NB). Maybe get the
little ones to choose / show you which ones you
should cut for them, so they don’t feel like they are
missing out not doing the cutting themselves. 

Say the Gloria together: "Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory." 
Can you hear nature singing it's praises too?



Take the cut branch or flower home and look at it regularly during the week
to see what happens to the berries or blossom when it is no longer attached
to the tree or bush. 
I wonder what you notice?
I wonder why this happens?
I wonder what the passage means when it says you are the branch, and the
gardener prunes you?

You could also trim off some dead branches (NB. Adults cutting). While you
are doing this, chat about how branches can’t grow if they are dead, we need
to remove them to make room for the plant to grow, perhaps you could
google this to find out more.
I wonder if there is anything you might need to trim back in your life, to
make space for new things to grow?
Take a moment to think or pray together or privately. 
Try and be thankful for any pruning that you might have thought of, because
of the life it will bring.

You might want to read these song words together too.

“God trains all his children as a gardener trains his vine
Watering and pruning so it grows into the sunshine
And in time he is rewarded when he sees fruit on the tree
So our Father loves to see the Spirit's fruit in you and me” 

 David Mudie and Paul Crouch. 'The Vine'. 

If you have a safe way of doing it like an indoor fire,
or a fire bowl, etc, you could burn a few of your
pruned branches (make sure to keep any children at
a safe distance from the fire). If not, you could put
some flame-coloured bits of paper, tissue or fabric
on top of your pruning’s and pretend.



You could read the paraphrased version of today’s reading and do the
actions suggested. 
I wonder what struck you about the bible passage while you are sat round
the fire? Chat together about your thoughts.
Perhaps chat about how can you get to know God better and where you
would like to grow more?  
Could you pray for each other as you watch the flames of your fire,
remembering that God’s Spirit is often pictured in the bible as flames of fire.
Snack Idea – Grapes or fruit of other kinds, maybe that you might be able to
see growing in this country.
Or think about or take a walk around your own garden or window box or
flowerpots and think about what that says about you. 
What care, time, energy and effort do you give it. 
How important it is to you.
What joy you take from it. 
Stop and appreciate it for a few moments.

You could think about or visit another garden or park. What does that say
about those gardeners? 

Jesus said of God, that “My Father is the gardener” … 
I wonder what sort of things does that say about God? 
You might want to stop and tell Him how you feel, or perhaps sing a song
that helps you say what you feel.

Join us on zoom at 4:30pm until 5pm on Sunday to
share your adventures with everyone else 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82047360491?
pwd=dW82L2ZsU0pMTk5EekcrUUFmR3B6Zz09
Meeting ID: 820 4736 0491 Passcode: 076753



God is like a gardener. He trims the branches down to help them grow
better. Do snipping action with fingers.

This is like when God asks us to change things about ourselves to become
better people. Roll arms round then palms up

Jesus is like the trunk of a tree arms up to be trunk it sucks up the water and
goodness from the ground. Make a sucking sound

If we are friends of Jesus, we are like the branches of that tree. Wiggle arms
like branches

Jesus gives us the strength we need, Show muscles and helps us grow into
better people. Stretch up tall

Jesus’ message is, that we should love God, love other people and encourage
others to do this too. Put hands on heart

When we grow and help others too, it’s like the blossoms bursting out. Move
fingers out from palms as bursting blossoms

When we get to know God better, like when we read the bible, amazing
things happen, which is like the fruit growing juicy on the tree. Move hands
from close to wide as growing fruit

If we spend no time with God, we miss out on his amazing things. It’s like
being a dead branch on the tree, that gets cut off by the gardener. Lie down,
still

When amazing things happen because we follow God’s plan, other people
can see how amazing God is! Look at a tree in blossom and say ‘Wow!



The Vine and the Branches

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch

in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes

so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the

word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch

can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit

unless you remain in me.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain

in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches

are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This

is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be

my disciples.

 


