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Reopening for Public Worship – Phase 1 July 19th  - September 6th Inclusive 

In order for us to reopen for public worship we have to comply with a strict set of 
guidance. The guidance that I received is to minimise the risk of infection during this 
deadly pandemic, it includes the Vicar not moving between congregations, social 
distancing in the building of two metres, no singing, no Crèche or Sunday School 
and offering online worship too. Church will be very different for a while. My 
challenge is to provide a service for all four of our congregations that complies with 
the criteria given. 

During Phase 1 (July 19th – September 6th) we will be able to offer the following 
opportunities. 

x Three weekly opportunities to gather for public worship 
x Two opportunities to gather for fellowship 
x ‘Prayers on the Drive’  

Weekly Opportunities to Gather for Public Worship 

Sunday 9:30am – 10:20am A Service of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity 
Lickey. Restricted to a limit of 15 households in attendance to comply with social 
distancing, you will need to pre book your seat to attend this service. Each week a 
different congregation will have booking priority. (See later for details). I hope that 
everyone will be able to attend on a monthly basis.  

Sunday 11:30am – 12:30am An Online Interactive Service via Zoom. This 
service will be for everyone; it will include sung worship, discussion, will be 
interactive and should be accessible from the youngest to the oldest (See later for 
details) 

Wednesday 10:30am A Service of Communion Online via Zoom (See Later for 
Details) 

 

Opportunities to Gather for Fellowship 

These opportunities are the place to share the joy and challenges of your week. 

Saturday 10am fortnightly Family Zoom 

Sunday 6pm Weekly Coffee and Catch Up 
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Prayers on Drive 

If you are missing face to face conversation and prayer then ‘Prayers on the Drive’ 
is for you! Groups are limited to 6 people, outside and socially distanced at 2 metres, 
but a really lovely way to pray together, share the joys and challenges of the week 
and chew over the Bible together. You might need to be flexible regarding the 
weather!! Simply invite your church friends to join you.  

6 Weeks In 

‘6 Weeks In’ continues online during Phase 1 too. 

This means that from the 19th July Holy Trinity won’t be open for private 
prayer.  

Weekly Services – Information and How to Book 

Sunday 9:30am – 10:20am A Service of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity 
Lickey.  

Numbers at this service are heavily restricted due to social distancing; if you would 
like to attend then you need to pre book your seat.  

The priority congregation will be able to book their seats first. Any spare capacity will 
then be released to the 10:30am congregation as they will not all fit in the building on 
their allotted week. Please do not attempt to be present more than once a 
month. You can book a seat for each month in the same phone call.  

Face masks are not compulsory but may be worn. If you are over 70 and therefore 
vulnerable to COVID, please do think carefully about whether to attend this service. 
If you choose to come along please do make sure that you are following all of the 
guidance in place that is there for your own wellbeing. The inner door will be kept 
open, please do wrap up warmly. Please remember to keep to a social distance of 2 
metres at all times, both outside and inside the building. The toilet will be available; 
however we would encourage you not to use it if at all possible due to the risk that it 
presents. There will not be refreshments following the service. 

Places can be booked for children, however due to current regulations there will not 
be a Crèche or Sunday School and I would warmly encourage your children to be 
present at the 11:30am online service. 

Please arrive in good time for this service, as everyone will need to wash or sanitise 
hands on arrival. Doors will be open from 9:10am 

The service will be a service of Holy Communion, all of the service will be projected 
onto the screen. If you need a Large Print Copy of the words please order one at the 
same time as you book your seat.  
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To book your seat please call 07870 892160 between 7pm and 9pm for the following 
date that applies to you. This number will only be answered between 7.00pm and 
9.00pm on the days identified below, and at no other time or day during the 
week. 

Date Leader and 
Preacher 

Priority 
Congregation 

When Can I 
Book 
Priority Seats? 

When Can I 
Book Spare 
Capacity? 

19th July Sheri 
Ian 

8am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
13th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
16th July 

26th July Sheri 
Maggie 

9am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
20th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
23rd July 

2nd August Sheri 
Tara 

10:30am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
27th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
30th July 

9th August Guest 
Maggie 

Midweek 10am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
3rd August 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
6th August 

16th August Sheri 
Maggie 

8am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
13th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
16th July 

23rd August Sheri  
Angela 

9am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
20th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
23rd July 

30th August Sheri 
Maggie 

10:30am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
27th July 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
30th July 

6th September Angela 
Ian 

Midweek 10am Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
3rd August 

Between 7pm 
and 9pm on 
6th August 

 

Sunday 11:30am – 12:30am An Online Interactive Service via Zoom. This 
service will be for everyone, no need to book, you can even bring a cup of coffee and 
a snack and there will even be sung worship. You can log on from 11:20am. 

Our Order of Service will most probably be as follows 

11:30am Welcome and Opening Prayer On Screen 

11:35am Collect the various bits and bobs from around the house, ready to begin 

11:40am Introduction to the Theme 

11:42am – Bible Story  

11:46am – Breakout Groups to explore the Bible Story/Passage 
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a) Exploring the Bible Passage Through Discussion  
b) Exploring the Bible Passage Through Creating (playdough, lego, junk modelling)  
c) Exploring the Bible Passage Through Reflection (on a piece of art)  
d) Exploring the Bible Passage Through Action (how might I live differently as a result 

of this passage)  
12:05 – All Together Again – for limited group feedback? 

12:15 – Prayers – creatively led by a different family each week 

12:19 The Lord’s Prayer 

12:20 Sung Worship – led by Roger we join in with words on the screen and instruments and 
voices at home. 

12:29 Final Challenge and Blessing 

A zoom code will follow.  

Wednesday 10:30am A Service of Holy Communion Online via Zoom  

Rev Glyn and Rev Maureen will lead this service from their home. Zoom code will 
follow. 

A note about St Catherine’s Building. There will be many amongst us who will be 
highly disappointed that St Catherine is not able to open yet for Private Prayer or 
Public Worship. This is due to the following reasons.  

St Catherine's is really tricky to open due to regulations that we need to comply with, 
largely because we have pews in place. When we open for private prayer here we'll 
have to rope off pews in some way to ensure that people can enter and remain 
2metres apart at all times. 
  
Secondly, you will know that St Catherine is currently being used by Blackwell First 
School which actually means that St Catherine is more full and more highly utilised 
by our community than ever before as we enable children to return to school and 
parents to work.  A large part of why we exist is to serve our community and we 
continue to set an example of what that means by offering our buildings in this way. 
This use of buildings has only been possible due to the relationship that exists 
between church and school and church and community which you have grown, 
nurtured and treasured long before this Vicar took up her post. The pandemic has 
only strengthened the church/school relationship, one that I hope we can continue to 
build on in the future. 
  
Thirdly I had a long conversation with Archdeacon Jenny recently and when 
churches reopen for public worship it just isn't possible to move from one service to 
another due to increased risk of transmission. Part of my challenge is to enable all 
four of our congregations to worship in very restricted numbers with plenty of other 
restrictions in place too. It's not going to be easy for any of us, sadly, church won't be 
anything like what we are used to in this first Phase (between now and September).  
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I hope therefore that our St Catherine’s congregation will feel welcome at Holy 
Trinity, not their usual home, but still within their parish; will join in with online 
services and will make the most of ‘Prayers on the Drive’. 
 

We will continue to reassess the ever changing guidance. 

Sent with my love and prayers 

Sheri 

 

Rev Sheri Gidney 

Vicar of Lickey with Blackwell 

 


