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Weekly News 21st May 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Whilst our church buildings are closed, our church remains very much open. We continue to 

support our community in practical and pastoral ways. Our prayer team continues to meet via 

whatsapp, our Ministry Team and PCC continue to meet online.   

Thy Kingdom Come is an annual global prayer initiative that runs from Ascension Day until 

Pentecost. Beginning today you can discover more here  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/thy-kingdom-come 

Half Term Holiday Club 

If you have or primary aged children or grandchildren they may be interested in an online Holiday 

Club from 10:30am on 26th – 28th May run in partnership with two churches. See our church 

facebook page for details.  

The Way of Discipleship 

Is the new pathway of training that replaces the 3D course. Aimed at developing our 

understanding and practice of discipleship we anticipate being a host parish to deliver the training. 

The Way of Discipleship begins in October, but booking is taking place in the next few weeks. If 

you would like to find out more / book your place then you need to do that through Sheri. Attached 

is a little more information – there will be a Diocesan wide Zoom meeting in June for those 

interested in finding out more before committing. 

Alpha Away Day 

Will take place via Zoom on Saturday 6th June between 10am and 3:30pm. The focus of the day is 

The Holy Spirit, you are welcome to join us if you would like to discover or rediscover more about 

the work and purpose of the Holy Spirit. Get in touch with Sheri for the Zoom link.  

Home Groups – A reminder for Homegroup Leaders / Named Convenor to be in touch with 

me by tomorrow please – only 1 response so far. 

On our vision day the word ‘home group’ was a regular feature of the notes that you made around 

your tables. Some of us belong to a church home group, many of us didn’t know that our church 

had home groups, some of have never heard an explanation of a home group.  

Sheri’s definition of a home group is as follows… 

“a home group is a smaller group (between 8 and 12) of church members  who meet either weekly 

or fortnightly usually in someone’s home to 

a) Prayerfully study (discuss, listen, not always agree, reflect) a Bible passage together 

b) Pray with and for each other 

c) Support each other through the joys and challenges of life” 



2 
 

So for example 6 Weeks In Exodus is not a Home Group – it meets regularly however it only 

meets the first part of the definition. 

Home groups can be a really key place where we can strengthen relationships with church 

members from across congregations, learn to listen, respect and engage with difference of 

opinion, grow in confidence in sharing our thoughts with others and deepen our knowledge, 

understanding and experience of God. Many of the Holy Habits are practised within a home group.  

The first task of the ‘Nurture and Discipleship Group’ (one of the new sub groups of the PCC 

that several signed up to be part of on the Vision Day) is to undertake an urgent review of 

home groups so that we can offer more groups, support our home group leaders and help 

everyone feel a little more connected. In order for this to happen we need your help.  

If you are a home group leader (or if you are in a home group, and don’t have a leader, please 

can you nominate a point of contact for this purpose) please can you email Sheri by Friday 22nd 

May sherigidney@gmail.com with the following information 

1) The resources that you have used as a group that you’ve found really beneficial 

2) The resources that you really haven’t enjoyed 

3) The time, day and frequency of your meeting 

4) The names of who is in your group (this is helpful so that we can gain a fuller picture of the 

demographics of home groups and see where new groups might need to focus) 

Thank you, I look forward to discovering all that is happening.  

Vision Day Feedback – Continued Prayer Needed 

In addition our Vision Sub Group are beginning to meet together online to discern where God 

might be leading us, using the feedback from the Vision Day and meetings so far.  

Please can we all continue to pray for discernment as to the way ahead. There is little point 

putting great plans together if God is not at work in them and through them.  

God of Mission 

Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions and power to our 

witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers and in spiritual commitment to you and in service to our local 

community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Services 

I do hope that you are continuing to enjoy Morning and Evening Prayer together both apart and  

Sunday worship from the comfort of your home either online or on the TV or radio.  

Sunday 9am www.birminghamcathedral.com 

Sunday 11am www.gasstreet.org  

mailto:sherigidney@gmail.com
http://www.birminghamcathedral.com/
http://www.gasstreet.org/
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Over the next week you invited to join us online via ZOOM to keep connected in a different way.  

If you've never used zoom before, you click the link and then click 'join meeting', you'll be asked 
for the meeting ID and password (below).  You can also run zoom through your browser (so their 
web page) or you can download zoom (very easy, and it runs a bit quicker). 
 
You might also find this tutorial helpful ... 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMUxzrgZvZQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR39bmaXeEsCj3
MD-AIsLbDsytquDajqzcn2QBOzYl-7kt-OUBjQ8ESEI18   
 

These events are weekly to beginning on Sunday 19th April. Glasses of wine / cups of tea are 

welcome at any of these sessions as are any of your family members. 

Sundays 6pm a Zoom catch – up. An opportunity to hear how everyone is doing and to pray for 

one another. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83938140668?pwd=eHk2MGVDVmdVejNMcUVXNEQzOWxOZz09 

Password: 458689 

Mondays 7:30pm Big Questions with Sheri Many of us are grieving personally, our nation is 

grieving and Coronavirus is causing us to ask all kinds of BIG questions of life, death and 

everything else in between. This is no surprise – our Psalms are full of big questions. Come and 

be part of the conversation here. You will need a Bible and sensitivity to others as we take a fresh 

look into the Bible text, focussing on a different character each week as we look to the hope they 

can offer us today.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87619414310?pwd=WUdsSDVmU09OK1hUNW9Dejg1eFFxUT09 

Meeting ID: 876 1941 4310 

Password: 936461 

Wednesday 7:30pm Alpha with Sheri This is a ten week course looking at the foundations of the 

Christian faith. Each week we look at a different question, watch a film together (don’t worry we 

have the technology) and discuss what we agree, disagree and want to know more about. 

Questions such as Is there more to life that this? How can I have faith? Who is Jesus? You will 

need no prior knowledge, a pen and paper to note down any questions you have as we go. Why 

not invite a family member to join you? 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89230154443?pwd=QS9pMXAxd1dXWHduNDdhRVFBNEIwQT09 

Meeting ID: 892 3015 4443 

Password: 523830 

Thursday 10:30am 6 Weeks in Exodus with Dave. This was prepared for 6 weeks in Lent but 

had only just begun. So if you would like Dave and his powerpoints in your front room to explore 

the book of Exodus then this is for you. You will need no prior knowledge, a Bible and a pen and 

paper for any questions.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMUxzrgZvZQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR39bmaXeEsCj3MD-AIsLbDsytquDajqzcn2QBOzYl-7kt-OUBjQ8ESEI18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMUxzrgZvZQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR39bmaXeEsCj3MD-AIsLbDsytquDajqzcn2QBOzYl-7kt-OUBjQ8ESEI18
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88517735002?pwd=bWNrWWJkV3FJUm5CYUhnSjg3UWIzQT09 

Meeting ID: 885 1773 5002 

Password: 210327 

Keeping in Touch 

Do remember that as a church family there are three points of ‘official contact’  

• Keep on checking our website www.lickeychurch.com for updated films from the Vicar (if 

you would like to ‘see’ and hear me!!) and helpful things to do. We are trialling these – can 

you let us know if they are helpful or if you are having trouble accessing them. Thank you. 

Remember all of our sermons are on the website.  

• If you are on facebook page please like our page which is updated several times each day. 

‘lickey&blackwellchurches’ Leave your name and number on the Vicarage answerphone so 

that the teams in place can support via conversation, prayer over the phone and practical 

help with shopping and prescriptions.0121 445 1185 

And please do keep in regular contact with each other, don’t wait for someone to call you, give 

someone a call or send an email today.  

Finally, please keep in your prayers those who are ill - having treatment, tests or in any need; 

that God’s healing love is known for:   Oliver Portman,   Mark Davis, John Oakes, Peter Gant, 

Colin Benton, Betty Gorman, Sue & Terry Parry, Brian Smith, Pauline Corbett, Mike and Rose 

Quirk, John Jones, Ruth Howard, Dini Mensinga (Libby’s family), Gemma Collins, Michael Allen 

Maggie Forknell,  Joan Elson (Ray Carver and Sheila’s Family)  Ann Smith and all known to us. 

We pray for the family and friends of those who have died: Marguerite Broad (Debbie Wilson’s 

Nan), Joy Hobbs (Pete’s Mum) Jack Elson (Ray Carver and Sheila’s Family) Ron Brecknell 

Kathryn Lord, Ismay (from Sarah and Rory’s church family in Cardiff), Gilberto Buratti, Maureen 

Clemmens. 

Sent with my love and prayers.  

Sheri  

Rev Sheri Gidney Vicar, Lickey with Blackwell 

http://www.lickeychurch.com/

