
The Parish of 
 Holy Trinity, The Lickey 

 with St. Catherine’s, Blackwell 
APCM - Date To be Advised  

 

 

The JOINT MEETING OF THE VESTRY and of persons whose names are on the Roll of the Parish will be held at 11.30am 
on “Date to be advised’ in Holy Trinity Church, Lickey for the purpose of the election of CHURCHWARDENS for the 
ensuing year. 
 
The ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING will follow immediately afterwards. 

 
Prayers for the Annual Church Meeting 

 
Almighty God, we come together in the service of your 
Church to remember with thanksgiving all that you have 
been able to do through us in this parish during the past 
year, and to seek your guidance in decisions for the 
coming year.  
 
We pray that this may be something more than just a 
business meeting but rather an occasion when we 
receive fresh encouragement in our work, catch a wider 
vision of your purpose, and dedicate ourselves anew to 
your service. 
 
We ask this in the name of him who came to this world 
not to be served but to serve, and gave his life as a 
ransom for many, Jesus Christ our Lord.              
(Michael Botting) 

 
Reshape us, good Lord, 
Until in generosity, in faith, and in  
Expectation that the best is yet to come, 
We are truly Christ-like. 
Make us passionate followers of Jesus, 
Rather than passive supporters. 
Make our churches places of radical discipleship 
And signposts to heaven, 
Then, in us, through us, and – if need be – 
despite us, let your kingdom come. Amen 
 
************************* 
Holy Spirit give us faith 
Holy Spirit give us hope 
Holy Spirit give us love 
Revive thy work in this land 
beginning with me. (Namirembe Diocese of Uganda) 

 

APCM AGENDA 
 

1. To confirm the minutes of the last Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 
2. To receive from the Parochial Church Council, and to discuss as necessary: 

• a copy of the Electoral Roll as revised; 
• Annual Report of the proceedings of the Council during the past year; 
• Report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of both Churches; 
• Accounts of the Council for the year ended 31st December last 

3. Elections as necessary: 
• Members to fill vacancies on the Parochial Church Council, to serve for the next three years; 
• Deanery Synod Members 

4. To nominate: 
• Duty people 
• Examiner 

5. To receive an outline report of the proceedings of:  the Deanery Synod; Diocesan Synod and General 
Synod 

6. Reports concerning Church activities - Vision 
7. Chair’s Report 
8. Any Other Business. 
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ALPHA 2020 

 
I am sitting here in the brilliant sunshine, pen 
poised to write the report on our 
foreshortened Alpha Course. What a strange 
world, for all of us, it is at the moment. I pray 
that our loving God will enfold us in his strong 
and protective arms and lead us safely out of 
this turmoil.  
 
Seventeen of us met with our host Sheri at the 
vicarage in late January for the initial meeting. 
Here the pattern of our future meetings was 
explained to us. Marlene and Keith Parsons 
had kindly agreed to organise and serve the 
essentials for each meeting – cake, fruit, tea 
and coffee.  
 
To begin each session we watched a short film 
outlining the topics and questions we would 
be exploring. At the conclusion of the film we 
split into small groups to discuss the points we 
wanted to raise. Sue and I were asked to lead 
the discussions in one of these groups. Some 
members of our group were lively and fully 
involved vocally while others preferred to 
contemplate quietly what was being said. I 
found these group activities, frank and open 
conversations, interesting and very 
stimulating. Many questions were raised, 
theories offered, answers suggested, some 
doubts aired while others may have been 
resolved. For me this was definitely the best 
part of the whole Alpha experience.  
 
Topics we discussed included ‘Who Is Jesus?’ 
‘Why Did Jesus Die?’ ‘How Can I Have Faith?’ 
‘Why And How Should I Read the Bible?’ 
together with many others.  
 
As part of the course we were all invited to 
take part in an Away Day. Sheri organised our 
day at the Parish Centre in Barnt Green where 
we thought about the place and significance of 
the Holy Spirit in our faith. Our day was 
relaxed and very enjoyable provoking much 
thought and meaningful discussion. The food 
and refreshments were good too! 
 
Our Alpha Course was very well organised and 
run, consequently it was informative, 
stimulating and enjoyable for all of us who 

attended. Thank you Sheri.  As you can 
imagine we were sad that it had to be cut short 
because of the Covid - 19 situation. Perhaps 
we will be able to bring it to a more 
appropriate conclusion when the restrictions 
now necessarily imposed upon us will be 
lifted.  
 
If you have not experienced Alpha yet I 
suggest you enroll for the next course now and 
my hope is that you will enjoy it as much as I 
did.  

Trevor Edgell 
 

Annual Report of the Parochial Church 
Council  

 
Whilst we have come to the end of another 
PCC year we cannot actually sign off as usual, 
due, of course, to the current Coronavirus 
situation.  The Church of England and 
Birmingham Diocese have extended the length 
of time for holding Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings to the 31st October 2020, when 
hopefully by then, we will be thanking God for 
seeing us through what has seemed somewhat 
like biblical plague.   
 
But we have one great thing to be thankful for 
in 2019 and that is the arrival of Sheri as our 
new shepherd.  We have waited a long time to 
find someone to lead us and our prayers were 
answered.  Along with a new vicar comes 
change for all of us as we all walk a new path 
where we support and cherish Sheri both 
practically and prayerfully in her new role.  
 
The PCC had marched stoically on through the 
interregnum and before, ensuring the running 
of our churches and buildings continued 
smoothly and I thank each one of them for 
their time, patience and hard work.  It has 
been both encouraging and a pleasure to serve 
alongside them.  
 
There have been many challenges during 
2019/2020, not least fulfilling the 
Quinquennial Reports that produced a long list 
of expensive work required to our churches 
and buildings.   
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As you probably heard, we also received two 
unwanted visitors at Holy Trinity, mice and 
bats. The mice have long since been expelled 
but the bats appear to use HTC as a holiday 
home, visiting us between seasons. The 
Wardens are working with the Bat 
Conservation Society and Natural England 
who have responsibility for the preservation 
of bats, so we wait and see.  
 
Following our “PCC Tonight” meeting and our 
Vision Day we now have a new infrastructure 
of many teams made up of PCC members and 
members of the congregation to help share the 
load and it will be exciting to see what we can 
now achieve together.  
 
I must, of course, print the required figures 
and statements that always form part of the 
secretary’s report, so I confirm that the PCC 
has, to date, met 8 times during 2019/2020, 
including an extraordinary meeting.  Further 
meetings will be held on social media Zoom 
while we comply with government regulations 
during lockdown.  In these challenging times 
when agreement or approval by the PCC is 
urgently required, we do so by email and log it 
in the Minutes Book.  
 
Regarding the Safeguarding statement 
required in this report, following approval of 
our Parish Policy update before the APCM, the 
PCC will be able to approve the following:- 
 
“The Council has complied with its duty under 
Section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 
Discipline Measure of 2016 to have due regard 
to the House of Bishops guidance on 
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.” 
 
Finally, I will be stepping down from being 
secretary and do hope someone will now step 
forward to support the PCC.  Thank you, not 
only to the PCC, but to those of you who shop, 
clean, repair, pray, and comfort and support 
others quietly behind the scenes but never 
unnoticed. Those of you who always greet me 
when I walk into church and those of you who 
always make me smile.  In other words my 
church family.    

Marlene Parsons 
 
 

Baptism Team  

 
Since the 2019 APCM clergy have conducted 
13 Baptism services in the parish.  

The ‘Baptism Support team’ is a dedicated 
group of people who view their ministry as 
offering both practical and spiritual support 
for those seeking Baptism, or for those 
requesting a service of Baptism for their child. 
Team members are Sandra Smith, our main 
administrator, Maggie Forknell, Sue Edgell, 
Barbara Beasley, Alma Martin and Libby Parr 
who help with the planning and preparation of 
the Baptism services and give assistance on 
the actual day.  

Throughout 2019 the majority of our Baptism 
services were held on a Sunday after the 
morning service. In the Autumn of 2019, 
following the appointment of Rev. Sheri 
Gidney as vicar of the parish, meetings were 
held to discuss parish Baptism administration. 
The PCC agreed for a number of reasons, 
including to serve our families better and also 
to comply with C of E policy, that Baptism 
services should return to be within the main 
services. Commencing from January 2020 we 
now offer Baptisms to one family on the 
second Sunday in the month as part of the 9am 
service at St. Catherine's and on the third 
Sunday in the month as part of the10:30am 
service at Holy Trinity.  

Changes to the way we now manage Baptism 
enquiries have also been implemented. 
Monthly ‘Enquiry Drop in Sessions’ are held in 
the Wheel at St. Catherine's Church. Those 
seeking Baptism information are invited to 
drop in and meet Sheri and Sandra to begin a 
conversation and collect a Baptism Pack. 
Monthly ‘Enquiries’ dates can be obtained 
from Sandra in the Church Office, and are also 
published in the ‘Church Notices’ and the 
church website.  

Please pray for all who seek Baptism in our 
parish and for those who actively participate 
in this important and blessed ministry.  

Alma Martin    
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Coffee, Cake and Chat    

 

We meet on the 4th Friday of the month in the 
Wheel from 10.30am to 12.00noon. 
 
Rodney Cox, John and Tricia McCrossan and I 
serve drinks with Tricia, Ann Manning and, 
sadly no longer, Cynthia Martin on cake. 
 
Our short informal coffee morning attracts 
between 15 and 25 people each month. There 
are regulars and occasional visitors, church 
goers and not. We held our annual Macmillan 
Coffee Morning in September and more 
recently welcomed Janet King and her 
Traidcraft stall. 
 
Mostly it provides just what it says on the tin, 
Coffee, Cake and Chat.  Please pray that our 
group all stay well during the lockdown and 
that we can start to enjoy each other’s 
company again before too long. 
 

Gilliam Cloke 

Common Thread    

 
Common Thread is a craft group that meets 
every month on the 3rd Saturday in the month, 
from 2pm until 4pm.  It is for anyone who 
enjoys craft; we have folk who sew, who knit, 
who crochet and who do patchwork etc.  
 
All are welcome whether skilled or a complete 
novice!  It is a chance for church folk to get to 
know each other better over a cup of tea and 
cake.  It is also an ideal place to bring an un-
churched friend, where they can be welcomed 
in a nonthreatening way and enjoy two hours 
being no one’s wife, mum or daughter!  
 
As you can see we have no male takers yet, but 
they too are very welcome!   We have folk who 
can offer help if a complete novice wants to 
learn sewing, knitting or crochet.  If you simply 
like the idea of two hours peace and quiet and 
simply want to sit and listen and have a cuppa 
and observe, we welcome you too!  Please do 
come.                                                     
                                                               Angela Bevan 

 

Community Café   

 
Each Friday afternoon during term time the 
Wheel is open from 3:00 – 4:15 and 
refreshments are served to the children of 
Blackwell First School who are on their way 
home with their parents and carers.  Each 
week large quantities of biscuits are consumed 
with enthusiasm by the children and cups of 
tea and coffee are gratefully accepted by 
parents, often tired from a week at work, 
facing an active family weekend.  Just as at 
home, over refreshments all sorts of 
conversations are shared and soon faces and 
names of regulars become known.  Children 
enjoy letting off steam and playing outside 
(often in “The Tree”!) sometimes borrowing 
skipping ropes and other outdoor games; if the 
weather is less kind then sometimes the Lego 
come out on a blanket.  Our aim is to offer 
hospitality and friendship and through this to 
show God’s love.  What a blessing then to hear, 
at our recent Church Vision Day, “That’s how 
we came to Church because you were there 
every week at Community Café”.   
 

Nick, Maggie and Ann 
 

Crèche   

 
The crèche continues to offer a valuable 
service to children below the age of two and a 
half and their parents.  This is made possible 
by our team of four committed volunteers, 
Kate Cross having stepped down after many 
years of faithful and cheerful service for which 
we thank her.  Following our Parish Vision 
Day, we look forward to welcoming two new 
volunteers to the team. We hope to attend a 
‘Safeguarding’ training morning at Holy Trinity 
when it is considered safe to hold one and 
when one has been arranged. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Marlene 
Parsons for her guidance and support in all 
matters related to Safeguarding.  
 
In some ways, over the past year, the function 
of crèche appears to have changed in response 
to the children who attend our Sunday 
Services.  Shortly after the service begins 
children over two and a half years of age are 
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accommodated in specific provision (JAM) 
which includes an age-appropriate, structured 
activity. However, on entering church, these 
children habitually make a bee-line for the 
crèche room before going to JAM and return to 
the crèche when the session is over. Sheri has 
asked crèche volunteers to encourage these 
children to become part of the opening 
moments of the service by the provision of 
age-appropriate musical instruments which 
has proved successful to some extent. A team 
member is available to supervise this activity 
and the crèche remains open for babies and 
toddlers and their parents/carers throughout 
the service should there be any.  The second 
Sunday of the month, at our all-age service, the 
children are often invited to participate in an 
activity at the front of the church and they are 
usually willing to do so. In addition, specific 
activities are set out at the back of church, 
which has proved very successful.  Liaison 
with Clive Rushton, the Tiny Church leader, 
ensures that our shared resources are 
maintained and replenished when necessary.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the volunteers who staff the crèche for 
their commitment to serve within this 
ministry of the church which allows families 
with very young children to become part of 
our church family. 

Alison Marshman 
 

Deanery Synod – Kings Norton 
2019/2020 

 
The format of Deanery Synod meetings has 
continued to be: a talk on a specific topic to 
which anyone is welcome (not just Deanery 
Synod reps.), after a coffee break this is 
followed by the business of the Synod which 
includes news from the parish hosting the 
meeting, financial report and news from 
around the deanery, plus any other business.   
 
During 2019 there was substantial discussion 
about People and Places and the plans to 
merge Deaneries across Birmingham Diocese.  
For our Deanery (Kings Norton) the proposal 
was to merge with Shirley and Moseley 
Deaneries to make a new “super deanery” for 
South Birmingham. Synod members were 

asked to report back to their PCCs and provide 
feedback by September.  In November all three 
relevant Deaneries met together to debate the 
merger, which ultimately resulted in a 
majority decision to request Bishop David to 
make a pastoral order to merge the three 
Deaneries. 
 
With the cessation of the existing Deanery and 
the formation of the new Deanery of South 
Birmingham it would be necessary at the 
APCM in April to elect new representatives.  
The number of such representatives has yet to 
be announced. At this time of major changes 
within the Diocese of Birmingham it is 
important that our parish is fully represented 
within the governance structure of the Church. 

 
Nick Forknell 

 

Electoral roll 

 
 At this moment in time the new roll stands at 
152. However, the APCM has been postponed 
because of Covid-19 and the new date for 
completion is by the 31st October 2020. The 
roll cannot be closed until 4 weeks before the 
APCM therefore there may be a few alterations 
before the actual APCM.  
 
 

Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of Holy 
Trinity Church, the Lickey with St. 

Catherine’s, Blackwell   

 
Boilers 
At HTL, the last 12 months has seen several 
episodes of failure to produce heat for which 
Lord Combustion have been called out.  They 
have not been able to identify a specific fault in 
either the control panel or the boiler itself to 
explain it. However, they advised that the 
control panel was to blame and issued a 
quotation to replace it which amounted to a 
five figure sum. In October a gas smell was 
reported. Lord Combustion stripped and 
serviced the boiler. They discovered a partial 
filter blockage in the gas supply which they 
cleared. They issued at test certificate at the 
visit. Since that work, there have been fewer 
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heating failure episodes. The situation is under 
constant review. 
 
Similarly, at St. Catherine’s, there were 
intermittent boiler failures which were 
assessed by Guardian Gas. A replacement part 
was fitted. However, following several more 
failures the boiler stopped working 
completely. Temporary electric heating was 
installed in November. Quotations for a 
replacement boiler were obtained from 
Integral, Lord Combustion, Safgas and 
Guardian Gas.  As a short to medium term fix, 
the burner was replaced on the existing 
Ferroli boiler in order to extend the life of the 
existing system. Following a second visit to 
increase the gas supply pressure and calibrate 
the gas valve, the system is now fully working. 
 
Rooves and Guttering 
CR Roofing and Building refurbished and 
painted the existing gutters and downpipes at 
StC. Roof areas identified in the Quinquennial 
report were repaired, including the flat roof 
between the church and the Wheel. There was 
also evidence of a problem with roof section C 
and the intersection with the tower. A section 
of tiles was removed, a repair made and the 
tiles relayed. 
 
At HTL a number of relatively minor issues 
were identified at the last Quinquennial 
Inspection, involving replacing tiles and 
unblocking drains and a quote for this work 
was obtained from CR Roofing and Building. 
Due to the discovery of bats (see later) and the 
lack of urgency of repair, this work has been 
postponed. 
 
Bats   
In HTL it has been established that there are 
bats present in the roofing space under the 
tiles, particularly over the altar area. The Bat 
Conservation authorities have asked that no 
roofing work shall begin until warmer weather 
arrives when a fuller assessment can be made. 
This would have been in May to assess the 
Summer roost, but will probably be delayed 
due to coronavirus. Meanwhile we are 
protecting the altar area from droppings. 
 
Mice 

Mice were also causing issues at HTL and we 
have had to obtain professional help to 
eradicate the infestation. Further infestations 
could arise in the future and these will be dealt 
with appropriately. 
 
Dehumidifier in the crypt at HTL 
Having functioned continuously for a number 
of years it ceased to work. Being well outside 
the guarantee period it was found to be not 
economic to repair so has been replaced. 
 
Bell Ropes at HTL 
Both the ropes have broken near to lower ends 
and we have asked Whites of Appleton to 
attend and carry out repairs. 
 
Churchyard 
The dilapidated circular bench around a yew 
tree on the north side remains unrepaired. A 
repair should be effected or the PCC need to 
agree that it be removed. The grounds are 
benefitting greatly from the work of a 
volunteer – Ray Laight - who is spending two 
or three days a week doing general tidying.  
We are most grateful. The lime trees along the 
path are in need of proper pollarding/pruning. 
When funds permit, we will progress the 
removal of the 8+ overgrown conifers in the 
churchyard and their replacement with 
suitable native trees. 
 
Organ 
The organ has failed at St. Catherine’s and has 
been assessed as uneconomic to repair.  A 
team have considered the requirements for a 
replacement and suitable models. The 
Diocesan Care of Churches Officer and Director 
of Music have been consulted and have made a 
recommendation. The PCC have considered 
this and rejected it as too expensive. This 
response has been considered by the DAC who 
have to issue a faculty for the disposal of the 
old organ and its replacement. A replacement 
will be pursued in due course. 
 

Peter Jackson/Keith Parsons 
 

God’s Heart for Longbridge 

 
A harvest celebration was held in Longbridge 
town centre in conjunction with the local 
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allotment groups. Competitions for best and 
oddest vegetables were entered into 
enthusiastically and the event was 
accompanied by topic music and hymns. 
Activities to engage children and families were 
run successfully and, it being a very windy day, 
much fun was had retrieving GHfL brochures 
and leaflets as they bid for freedom. 
 
A Remembrance event held at the same 
location and was supported by Richard 
Burden MP, two wreaths were laid in 
commemoration of the fallen and those who 
had been killed at the Austin factory during 
the second world war. Participants had an 
opportunity to create prayer ribbons, which 
was well received and a short service was 
held, accompanied by a live bugler. The event 
was somewhat marred by a heavy rain storm 
during the service, but was none the less very 
successful and much appreciated by the 
participants. 
 
Sainsbury’s gave permission for a carol singing 
event in the store at the top of the escalators in 
the run up to Christmas. GHfL joined together 
with other local groups in leading the singing, 
which was accompanied by Phil Watkins on 
guitar. Visiting shoppers were keen to join in 
singing and donating to a charitable collection. 
 
Throughout the year, GHfL Chaplains have 
been involved in the Christian Fellowship held 
at the Longbridge ExtraCare Village, which 
regularly has in excess of 40 attendees. 
Unfortunately, due to the impact of the 
Coronavirus, the Easter events in the town 
centre and at the ExtraCare village had to be 
cancelled, as was a planned rendition of 
Jerusalem Joy to be performed on Easter 
Sunday. 

Keith Parsons 
 

Lickey Prayer Spaces in Schools 

 
The first week of March, prior to school 
closure I was privileged to be involved with 
‘Prayer Spaces,’ at Lickey Primary School.  A 
group from Lickey church led by Dave and 
Sheri Gidney, spent the week engaging the 
children in thoughtful prayerfulness. We 
arranged five spaces within the classroom; a 

puzzle where the children could put the words 
of the Lord’s prayer into the correct order, a 
quiet space for thoughts and prayers, Bibles 
where the children could look through 
interesting variations of this best seller, 
plasticine to model the things they wanted to 
think and pray about and a colouring sheet of 
people they would pray with and for. 
 
The children arrived into the room eager to 
learn, they sat listening to everything that 
Dave and Sheri said about the Bible, the layout 
of the room and what they could choose to do.  
The children were keen to answer questions 
about their favourite books as this was book 
week, when told that the Bible was the 
bestselling book every year they wanted to 
look and talk about it. 
 
The children enjoyed sorting the puzzle of 
words to create the Lord’s Prayer.  I learnt that 
no matter how the words of the Lord’s Prayer 
are laid out, the words are still meaningful. 
The children enjoyed reading the words out 
loud even if they hadn’t heard them before, 
they discussed with each other what the 
words meant to them and what order they 
should go in.  
  
I was blown away by the things the children 
made with the plasticine, there were many 
models of family and friends who they wanted 
to think about.  Many of the children wanted to 
make animals and pets, flowers and trees, the 
sun, the world and the planets.  Some of the 
children made models of their favourite food 
and we had many make fruits and vegetables 
that they enjoyed and were grateful to have. 
 
The children loved colouring in the figures to 
represent their family and their friends, they 
had wonderful stories of why they wanted to 
think and pray for the people they cared about.  
It was heart-warming that many of them chose 
their friends who were there with them, 
saying how grateful they were for their 
friendship and kindness. 
 
Some children wanted to sit in the quiet space, 
spending time in their own thoughtful 
prayerfulness. 
 



8 

 

The whole experience was a revelation to me 
of how young people, given the time and 
space, enjoy their own way of thinking and 
praying for all that they are grateful for.  It was 
a joy to watch and share the experience with 
them. 

Denise Phelps 
 

Mosaic Group 

 

The aim of Mosaic is to grow in our 

understanding and appreciation of art, poetry 
and music in our quest to deepen our Christian 
awareness and spirituality. No prior 
knowledge or expertise in the arts is 
necessary; our taste and response to art, 
poetry and music is subjective and the views 

of all members are equally valid.  Our 
approach is to feel our way into art, poetry and 

music, and all sessions involve looking deeper 
into the arts and making connections with our 
faith.  Relevant background information in 
handouts is provided and individual research 

encouraged.     

We began meeting in October 2018 with a 
taster session where we studied a painting of 
St. Catherine by Artemisia Gentileschi, bought 
by the National Gallery and forming part of a 

Gentileschi exhibition from April 2020.  Since 
then we have covered a range of classical and 
contemporary paintings from around the 

world and considered a wide variety of styles 
and genres in poetry and music.   Some 

members have started writing poetry for the 
first time and inspire us with their offerings. 
 

Rather than meeting every week, which can be 
difficult to sustain, we book three sessions 
meeting fortnightly or monthly, at The Wheel, 

St. Catherine’s, Blackwell or Holy Trinity, 
Lickey.  The first session involves studying a 
painting, and in response to the painting we 
bring along poetry we have discovered or 

written in the second session, and music in the 
third.  Sessions are informal and relaxed, and 

offer meaningful and thought-provoking 
conversations, as well as fun and laughter.  
Tea, Coffee and biscuits and cake occasionally 
on arrival is a vital prerequisite! 

 
It has been encouraging that we have 
maintained numbers since our inception, and 
this enriches our conversations and sense of 
fellowship.  We very much welcome new 
members to join us.  For further information 
contact Maureen (revmodew@btinternet.com 
or 07546903908). 

Maureen Dew 
 

Open the Book 

 
“Open the Book” is a project which offers 
primary school children an opportunity to 
hear key Bible stories, from a team of 
Christians from local churches, who present 
the stories during assemblies/acts of 
Collective Worship.  It is a three year rolling 
program with an additional, but optional year 
of material based on Christian values for 
schools.” 
 
The organisation is run as part of The Bible 
Society who provide training and support for 
volunteers as well as the full program of 
material.  We use the Bob Hartman storyteller 
bible and the parts are shared out amongst the 
team.  Each session ends with a time for 
reflection and a prayer. 
The team attended a training day, which was 
run at St Catherine’s and incorporated others 
from several different local churches some of 
whom had already had experience of the 
program. It was a full day and included 
awareness of how to be sensitive to those of 
different faiths and none as well as 
consideration of the particular safeguarding 
needs in the school context.  The day finished 
with a practical session so that we all 
experienced dressing up and working to a 
script! 
 
We have been made very welcome at 
Blackwell First School and, starting in July 
2019, have made monthly visits where we 
have taken the school assembly.  The children 
have enjoyed joining in with some of them 
taking parts in the stories, even dressing up in 
costume.  We have been fortunate to be able to 
borrow costumes from a large selection at 
Northfield Baptist Church and have borrowed 
puppets from another local team member 

mailto:revmodew@btinternet.com
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from Bromsgrove Baptist Church.  However, 
we are building up our own props and 
costumes gradually, including a snake from 
Ikea and an ark (built by Nick – not Noah!). 
 
We would love to be able to expand our team 
and maybe offer more frequent visits or visits 
to our other primary school in the parish.  If 
you feel that you may like to join us or just to 
know more, please speak to one of us about 
Open the Book. 
 
Maggie, Nick, Ann (Manning), Christine (Allen), 
Michael (Bland). 
 

Pastoral Care 

 
Pastoral Care is offered naturally through the 
multiple groups that are on offer across our 
parish. When Pastoral Care is offered on behalf 
of the Vicar this comes under the more formal 
care of the OPCCS team and the Home 
Communion Team. 
 
Offering Pastoral Care and Community Skills 
 
Our faithful team decided that following many 
years of service they wouldn’t all be re-
commissioned. Olga Jackson and Sandra Smith 
from the original team have recently updated 
their training and will be re-commissioned in a 
special service in which we will also give 
thanks for the ministry of those who are 
stepping down. Conversations are also 
underway with a number of church members 
from across our congregations who are willing 
to be trained for this role.  
 
Home Communion Team 
 
In December 2019 nine people from across 
our congregations were approved by PCC for 
this role. Training and commissioning for this 
team will take place in 2020. They will, on 
behalf of the Vicar, be able to administer 
Communion in the home for members of our 
church family who are either unable to get to 
church on a regular basis due to fragility or on 
a temporary basis due to illness. 
 

Sheri Gidney 
 

 
 

Poppies 

 
Poppies is a joint venture with St Andrews, 
Barnt Green and was started by Sheri during 
her curacy there.  The purpose of Poppies is to 
provide a safe and supportive environment for 
those who have been bereaved to share their 
story, to be listened to by others who may be 
on a similar life journey and to remember their 
loved ones before God in a simple act of 
prayerful worship.  The numbers attending 
have varied from 7 to 12, the time is spent 
sometimes discussing as a whole group and 
other times working in smaller groups but 
each time the challenges and the joys as well 
as the sorrows are shared.  It is good not to be 
afraid to talk of death and dying and to be real 
about the pain of bereavement: the courage of 
each one who has shared their own experience 
and story has been a comfort and help to all 
who attend.  Together we have known the 
presence of the God of all comfort who 
promises to be with us always. 
 

Maggie Forknell 
 

Prayer Ministry Team  
10.30am Service 

 
Prayer Ministry has been offered at virtually 
every 1030 service at Holy Trinity over the 
past year, and on almost every occasion 
someone has been prayed with.  It is a 
wonderful privilege to be involved with this 
ministry, most of all to realise that God uses 
ordinary people, who feel they have nothing in 
themselves to offer, to bring his love and care 
to others. 
 
Sometimes folk come to request prayer for 
others, others come with specific needs, and 
yet others come to receive “anything that God 
has on offer”!  Whatever the request, we stand 
amazed at the Lord’s goodness and grace, and 
totally mystified that he should choose to use 
us at all.  But isn’t that what church is all 
about? 
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It has been encouraging to have to have 
welcomed new members into the team, but it 
would be wonderful to have more.  In the 
Gospels, prayer ministry was for all followers 
of Jesus, and everyone was willing to be 
prayed for! 
 
It’s not as difficult as some folks think.  We just 
ask the Spirit to bless those who come for 
prayer, and if he doesn’t lead us to say 
anything, we keep quiet.  We are channels for 
the power of God, and he only has imperfect 
folk to use anyway!  The extra time 
commitment is minimal, and we only meet as a 
team about once a quarter. Each one is on the 
rota about once a month, plus one person each 
Sunday is appointed as an overseer.   
 
So, let’s have more volunteers, to pray and be 
prayed for?  I promise you it is a real joy and 
we learn so much about the Lord.  If you want 
to know more, please contact me:  07721 
843424 or roger@cmm.org.uk 
 

Roger Jones 
 

Safeguarding 

 
There have been several reviews and changes 
to safeguarding procedures by the Church of 
England over the past twelve months, 
cascaded down through Birmingham Diocese. 
One of these is the introduction of the ‘Parish 
Dashboard’ and it is hoped that all churches in 
the Birmingham Diocese will have signed up 
by mid-year. We now have our own parish 
dashboard to record information, which 
establishes that we are fulfilling all the 
requirements to ensure we keep everyone safe 
and thus enabling the PCC to be satisfied we 
meet the required measures on safeguarding 
from the House of Bishops. 
 
We had anticipated holding a training session 
on Saturday 4th April at HTC but of course this 
was cancelled due to Covid-19. The on-line 
training service has been through a review 
with the most popular C0 and C1 training 
sessions becoming Basic Awareness and 
Foundation courses.  These are then built upon 
by further courses, not available on-line, of 

Leadership, Safe Recruitment, etc. to cover all 
levels of activity.        
 
It has been an interesting and active year with 
the great gift of our new vicar who formulated 
a new infrastructure into our churches with 
many people joining groups on the Vision Day.  
It has been a joy to see many from our 
congregations keen to be involved in the 
future of our churches.  This has meant more 
new DBS’s and training than usual as well as 
renewals and updates.  We have been unable 
to meet up with people in the usual way to 
complete safeguarding procedures, however I 
would encourage those who require the Basic 
and Foundation training sessions to take the 
opportunity to complete them on-line.       
 
Thank you to all of you who are willing to take 
the time and effort required to ensure our 
churches are full of activities bringing the 
presence of God to our children and young 
people and in keeping everyone safe. If you 
should have any queries or think you require 
safeguarding training or a training or DBS 
update, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 

Marlene Parsons  
 

Singing For Fun 

 
Do you enjoy singing in an informal way?  If so, 
once we are able to emerge from our social 
distancing and return to a more normal life, 
we’d love to welcome you on Tuesday 
evenings (in term time), from 7.45pm to 
approx. 9.10pm in Lickey Church, to join in 
with the Singing for Fun group.  Our rehearsals 
are based on enjoyment, with no pressure, 
followed by refreshments, during which we 
can chat and get to know each other better. We 
are always delighted to welcome new 
members and our repertoire includes a 
mixture of songs from shows and films, 
folksongs, popular songs and sacred worship 
music.  We are proud of our ability to sing in 
up to 4 parts with confidence, and are 
continuing to develop our ‘sight-singing’ skills, 
and to expand our repertoire further.   
 
Last May we were asked to provide a choir to 
lead the singing at the funeral of John Jenkins, 

mailto:roger@cmm.org.uk
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and to sing ‘Going Home’ (to the Largo from 
Dvorak’s 9th Symphony) during the service.  
We were pleased to do this, but, knowing that 
there were not quite enough of us available to 
sustain the 4-part singing, I invited members 
of the Primrose Hospice choir to help us.  
Although it was a sad occasion, we found it 
very beneficial to have Kay Hadley conducting 
us while I played the organ, and John’s family 
were very pleased with our confident singing. 
 
Over the following months we continued our 
rehearsals, albeit with a somewhat lower turn-
out of members week by week, due to 
occasional illness, family commitments etc., 
and we worked on some items to sing at our 
annual summer Soiree.  This time Ros and 
Tony Smith invited us to their home on 16th 
July, where we enjoyed a lovely meal in the 
garden, before ‘singing for our supper’ to our 
partners, former members and a few of Ros 
and Tony’s neighbours. Taking our usual 
summer holiday break, we re-convened on 
17th September, learning some new songs as 
well as revisiting our favourites. However, 
unfortunately at the beginning of November, 
Libby had a flare-up of her arthritis in her 
right hand and wrist, and was advised not to 
play piano for a while, in order to rest it and 
recover. This coincided with the clocks going 
back, and thus the darker evenings, and a 
number of our members expressed some 
considerable concern about coming down our 
very dark church path at night. Adding in the 
likelihood of bad weather during the winter, 
we collectively made the decision to postpone 
our rehearsals until the lighter nights.  
Meanwhile Sheri and the PCC are looking into 
the possibility of eventually finding suitable 
affordable lighting for the church path to 
benefit everyone.  However, we did manage to 
meet on a Sunday afternoon to rehearse ‘The 
Colours of Christmas’ to sing in the parish 
carol service on 22nd December, along with 
helping to lead the congregation in the 
traditional carols. 
 
We were all set to resume our rehearsals at 
the end of March, but of course the current 
lockdown makes this impossible.  Undaunted, 
some of our members are following Gareth 
Malone’s Great British Chorus on YouTube, 
and many of us enjoy singing along with the 

various broadcasts of hymns and worship 
songs on our own, and other churches’ 
websites.   We hope to begin again in the 
Autumn, all being well. Singing for Fun is a 
‘come along when you can’ group, and all are 
welcome, whether members of the church or 
not, with no requirement to commit to 
attending every week. If you would like more 
information, please contact me on 01527-
872598,  email:  libbyhelenparr@gmail.com  
 

Libby Parr 
 

Six Weeks In Daniel 

 
Imagine, if you will, Sheri’s lounge filled with 
22 people all comfortably seated on sofas or 
chairs facing the fireplace where Dave is 
sitting on a stool with a Bible on his knee and a 
TV set along side.  Now most of us were at 
school in the days when the blackboard 
reigned supreme. Here we had modern 
technology and the bible side by side. Each 
week we arrived with our own varied bibles 
and were greeted by Nick who took our coats, 
Maggie with drinks and Dave chatting till 
everyone was ready. Of course we all knew the 
story of Daniel in the Lions den but Dave in his 
direct and conversational manner set the 
whole story in its historical and theological 
context.  Using his bible and TV screen he  took 
us  through the Book of Daniel  in such an 
original and interesting  way that we were 
enthralled and the time flew.  The six weeks 
were soon over and many of us signed up for 6 
weeks in Exodus but it had barely started 
when the virus put paid to all activities. We 
hope that when it is all over Dave will start 
again.                                   
                                                   Catherine Beresford 
 

Thursday Evening Prayers 

 
A small group meets every Thursday from 
7pm to 8pm.  Angela leads us, and the hour 
passes quickly, with some scripture, some 
silence, and some spoken prayer, as we feel 
led.   We look forward to meeting together in 
Holy Trinity again, and if you would like to join 
us, or to give us a prayer request, you will be 
most welcome.  Don’t feel you are not good 

mailto:libbyhelenparr@gmail.com
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enough, we all remember when it felt strange 
to pray out loud, but we learn from one 
another. 
 

Christine Allen 
 

Tiny Church 

 
Tiny Church is growing and changing, as older 
toddlers leave to go to nursery and young 
babies join our group. We are very encouraged 
by the growth of our members, some of the 
parents are now Sunday Club leaders, giving 
back to the church their youth and vitality. Our 
door is always open, and it has been a blessing 
to welcome carers and young ones that found 
us by just “passing by” - seeing an open door 
or hearing about Tiny Church from others. 
Indeed we have new members hearing about 
Tiny Church from their children who go to 
United Soulmates, We are blessed to have our 
committed leadership group, serving faithfully 
and with such love.  

Clive Rushton 
 

Trinity Centre 

 
The Trinity Centre has undergone a number of 
changes during the last year, least of all the 
repairs to the flat roof over the kitchen, which 
for many months had been a real worry, as 
every time it rained you got a shower when 
washing up.  There has been continual 
maintenance and weekly checks including leaf 
sweeping, front door re-varnishing, shrubbery 
clearance etc.  Before the lockdown we had in 
place three large repairs to be done, the roller 
shutter, re-plastering the kitchen ceiling and 
meeting room and installing extractor fans in 
the hallways to combat the problems there. 
These repairs will now be completed when the 
Trinity Centre is open again. 
 
A table top sale was held in October to raise 
some much needed funds with approximately 
£200 being raised, uptake on the tables was 
good from the advertising but it didn’t then 
generate into many customers.  
 
We have had a number of inquiries about 
room hire for regular use but unfortunately, 

for different reasons, non have materialised 
into the hall being hired.  One potential hirer 
was kept waiting by OFSTED for approval for 
over six months so she decided it wasn’t 
meant to be.  Unfortunately the Rainbow Unit 
has closed recently due to a lack of leaders but 
we continue with our regular hirers.   
The Parish Council had a defibrillator fitted on 
the front of the meeting room wall and it now 
has a solar powered light to highlight it’s 
whereabouts, it is also hoped that a sign near 
the front kerb will also be installed to help to 
show it’s location.   

Alison Rushton 
 

 Tuesday Mornings Coffee 

 

Our monthly meetings have continued to be well 

supported, friendly occasions. It has been a real 

pleasure to welcome friends we have not seen for 

some time as well as all our regulars. Our 

conversations have ranged from wartime 

memories to the latest news of children and 

grandchildren.   

 

One topic, which caused lots of interest, was an 

exchange between three people who had all been 

pupils at the same school in three different 

generations. 

 

We have welcomed grandparents and parents 

with children and dogs, offering coffee, biscuits 

or appropriate seasonal refreshments to all. We 

would love more friends and neighbours to join 

us.  Our next meeting should be on May 19th 

from 10.30 to 12.00 or later if the discussions are 

lively, however, we await to see what the Covid-

19 situation will be.   

 

Have you friends or neighbours who would enjoy 

meeting us? For more information please contact 

me on 0121 445 3188 

Judy Hickman-Smith 
 

United Soulmates 

 
USM continues to thrive, with new members 
coming from Holy Trinity, St Catherine’s and 
from outside the church. We have seen the 
welcome addition of new helpers joining, 
many thanks to Sue Ryles and Maureen 
Eastman. Chocolate and games’ popularity 
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hasn’t diminished, along with pizza & cookie 
making, and film nights.  Amongst all this food 
and fun we have found time to explore God in 
various ways, and as leaders, we never cease 
to learn from the young people and their 
enthusiasm.                        

Clive Rushton 

Vicar’s Report 

 
This report speaks to the first six months of 
my ministry amongst you here, to the end of 
2019. 
 
First of all, a huge thank you to each and every 
one of you who contributed to the life of the 
parish during the interregnum. It was a 
challenging time and our PCC and Ministry 
Team went above and beyond.  Special thanks 
go to Emma Sargeant in her role as Lay Chair 
of PCC.  
 
My first six months in post were spent 
listening, learning and building relationships; 
helping wounded souls to begin to heal, weary 
hearts begin to rest and to remind ourselves of 
who we are and whose we are.  
 
We began with a sermon series Holy Habits 
across all services, looking at some of the 
principles of the Early Church from the book of 
Acts. In addition around 45 of us gathered 
each week to continue the discussion over 
food at The Vicarage.  
 
Whilst the regular pattern of Sunday services 
remained the same, I changed the Vicar’s 
pattern on a Sunday to ensure that there was 
time to build relationships by being present 
following the service at least fortnightly with 
every congregation. I am grateful to the 
Ministry Team for enabling this to happen and 
for their continued service by offering their 
skills in this parish. Numbers at our 8am and 
9am congregations remain the same, with a 
slight increase in our 10:30am and midweek 
Wednesday at 10am services.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 
our 8am, 9am and midweek services. Groups 
for children are held every week with the 
exception of our Explore Together service on 
the first Sunday of each month at 9am and 

Engage on the second Sunday of each month at 
10:30am. In the late Autumn we also took the 
decision to move our Baptism services back 
into our morning services from 2020. 
Baptism’s will be held on the second Sunday of 
the month at 9am and the third Sunday of the 
month at 10:30am. 
Our Ministry Team continue to lead, preach 
and preside across all of our services, in 
addition a new lay team has taken on the role 
of our Engage services, Dave Gidney, Erin 
James, Taly James and Phil Watkins. Our 
organists at 9am continue to lead the 
congregation in sung worship, though without 
an organ. We are currently in the very long 
process of applying for a faculty to both 
dispose of and hopefully replace the 
instrument. We are thankful for a generous 
donation that has been given towards this. At 
10:30am our worship continues to grow and 
provides a more informal style of sung 
worship, thanks to Libby for organising the 
team here. 
 
We continue to hold a monthly service of Holy 
Communion in both Burcot Grange and Burcot 
Lodge residential homes, appreciated by both 
the residents and the team that visit. Our 
parish also supports the Foundry congregation 
plant in the neighbouring parish, I give half a 
day a week here and a team of 4 from our 
parish are also part of the team with 
leadership responsibilities.  
 
In November we began to talk to our 
congregations about our church finances. 
We’ve seen a regular 9% loss in regular giving 
for the last five years. This meant that the PCC 
were unable to give the gift element of 
Common Fund to support poorer parishes and 
we also agreed to spend all of our savings on 
the quinquennial building works. We will be 
updating the congregation very soon about the 
results of our recent stewardship review.   
 
Our churches were full over the Christmas 
period, noting that they are very much at the 
heart of so many.  Our challenge, like so many 
churches, is to how to develop these 
relationships in the coming year.  
Our PCC had spent time before my arrival 
working on the foundations of a new vision for 
our parish, we will be spending time in 2020 
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developing this with a vision day and 
subsequent teams to action our findings.  
 
We begin 2020 with a number of items in 
place to shape our parish over the coming 
year, namely to deepen our discipleship, grow 
the number of disciples and better serve our 
communities. This year will be highly 
significant in the life of our parish as we begin 
to discern together our vision for the future. I 
am excited about the coming year ahead and 
all that God will do in us and through us, for 
His glory.  

Sheri Gidney 
 

World Link Team 

 

               
 
The annual Christian Aid appeal was 
supported through faithful volunteers and 
over £1100 was raised for the cause: a good 
result, deserving our thanks to the collectors. 
 
Last year was the first time that anyone from 
our parish was involved in a visit to IcFEM in 
Kenya. This outreach has been important to 
Sheri and the family for many years and, based 
on last July’s visit, there are future 
opportunities for support for members of 
WLAT and the whole congregation to consider. 
IcFEM’s Director in Kenya, Solomon and his 
wife Ruth, had planned to visit us this month, 
but unfortunately that was postponed due to 
coronavirus. COVID-19 is, of course affecting 
Kenya and the Mission is in need of our 
support, which is being coordinated by 
Philippa Simkiss at St Andrew’s. 
 
The Christingle services last year in support of 
the Children’s Society were again very popular 
and raised much needed funds for the Society. 
The Shoebox Appeal on behalf of Samaritan’s 
Purse, run by Sue and Peter, was again 
successful, with the shoeboxes reaching the 
top of the ‘muppet box’ before being shipped 
off for despatch. 
 
Heather Johnstone, our CMS partner, came 
home to the UK for training and took the 

opportunity to visit us at Lickey and Blackwell 
in January.  Christine Allen, the WLAT link 
with CMS, hosted a lunch for Heather and our 
vicar, Sheri, held an open ‘meet and greet’ at 
the vicarage. It was good to have some time to 
talk with Heather and understand a bit more 
about how her work in Tanzania is going, 
including some new challenges given to her by 
the Bishop. 
 
The work of God’s Heart for Longbridge 
(GHfL), which is supported through WLAT is 
reported separately. 
 
Please do take a look at the two notice boards 
in Holy Trinity which report of the work of the 
charities supported through WLAT. They 
cover the range of both UK based and overseas 
charities with which we have a relationship. 
 
Finally, at the recent parish Vision Day held  in 
the Trinity Centre, everyone had the 
opportunity to sign up to be members of some 
of the new PCC Sub Groups and WLAT will be 
strengthened and renewed through the two 
additional members who have joined the 
group. 

Keith Parsons 
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